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The University of Tulsa (TU) is committed to the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) to help address real-world problems. The SDGs are part of a global plan to end poverty, 
protect the planet, and improve the lives and prospects of everyone by 2030. TU has 3 targets for 
each SDG – a total of 51 targets. Out of 51 targets, 43 targets were met, and 8 targets were in 
progress in 2021.  

 

51 SDG Targets 

84% Met 

16% In Progress 
 

 

 SDG 1: No Poverty 

TU contributes to the fight against poverty by awarding financial aids to needy students, tracking the 
retention and graduation rates of Pell eligible and low-income students along with other necessary 
metrics for better support services.  

Target Status 
Award financial aid to at least 70% of students who have need. Met (82%) 
Enroll at least 20% of the incoming class from low-income families. Met (23%) 
Graduate more than 50% of Pell Students in 4 years.  Met (53%) 

  

 SDG 2: Zero Hunger 

TU strives to end hunger, achieve food security and improve nutrition and promote sustainable 
agriculture at the local and regional levels.  

Target Status 
Implement programs or activities to address hunger and food 
insecurity on campus. 

Met (True Blue Neighbors, 
Sharp Chapel, Food Pantry) 

Collaborate with local community food banks, Sodexo etc. Met 
Prioritize purchase of products from local, sustainable sources. In Progress 
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 SDG 3: Good Health and Well-Being 

TU supports good health and well-being by awarding health-related degrees, collaborating with 
health institutions, and offering clinical services to the campus community and beyond.  

Target Status 
Award at least 50 degrees under Health-Related profession. Met (61) 
Collaborate with local, national or global health institutions to improve health and 
well-being outcomes. 

Met  

Offer counseling, psychological and clinical services to all students, faculty and staff. Met 
(CAPS) 

 
 

 SDG 4: Quality Education 
 
To ensure inclusive and equitable quality education, TU recruits first-generation students, trains 
educators, and shares educational resources with the general public.  

Target Status 
Graduate at least 10 students, who are eligible to teach at primary school or higher. Met (14) 
Enable access to educational resources for general public and to those not studying at 
the university. 

Met  

Enroll at least 150 first-generation students. Met (196) 
 
 

 SDG 5: Gender Equality 
 
TU contributes to gender equality and empowerment of women by enrolling first-generation female 
students, setting a graduation goal for female students and implementing Title IX.  

Target Status 
Enroll at least 80 First-Generation Female students. Met (110) 
Graduate at least 50% of female students in 4 years. Met (61%) 
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Implement Title IX to prohibit sex-based discrimination in the university’s 
educational programs and activities. 

Met 

 
 

 SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation 
 
To promote sustainable management of water, TU implements policies to maximize water reuse, 
provide free drinking water for the campus community and prevents polluted water from entering 
water system. 

Target Status 
Implement policies to maximize water reuse across university. Met  
Provide free drinking water for students, staff and visitors.  Met  
Implement process to prevent polluted water entering water system. In Progress 

 
 

 SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy 
 
TU promotes affordable and clean energy by minimizing energy consumption, offering programs on 
energy efficiency, and proactively identifying areas of energy waste.  

Target Status 
Implement policies/projects that minimize or reduce overall energy consumption during 
and after the business hours. 

Met 

Offer programs/events for the local community to learn about the importance of energy 
efficiency and clean energy. 

Met  

Identify and reduce the areas where energy waste is highest. Met 
 
 

 SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth 
 
TU promotes decent work and economic growth by setting minimum wage, organizing student 
career fairs, and establishing various anti-discrimination policies. 
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Target Status 
Establish policies to provide a living wage to staff and faculty. Met 
Enforce policies on ending discrimination in the workplace. Met  
Organize student career fairs and demo interviews to make students ready for future 
career searches. 

Met 

 
 

 SDG 9: Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure  
 
To promote innovation and sustainable industrialization, TU raises funds for research and 
development from a variety of sources.  

Target Status 
At least $6M of total expenditures for research and development should come 
from Business sources (Domestic or foreign for-profit organizations). 

Met ($7.3M) 

At least $300K of total expenditures for research and development should come 
from Non-Profit Organization sources (Domestic or foreign non-profit 
organizations). 

Met ($320K) 

At least $1.4M of total research and development expenditures that were 
externally funded should come as contract agreements. 

Met ($1.5M) 

 
 

 SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities 
 
TU reduces inequalities by recruiting first-generation female students, implementing anti-
discrimination and anti-harassment policies, and offering support services for people with 
disabilities. 

Target Status 
Enroll at least 80 First-Generation Female students. Met (110) 
Implement anti-discrimination and anti-harassment policies that protects students 
and staff from discrimination based on certain personal characteristics, such as race, 
ethnicity, sex, age, sexual orientation and gender identity etc. 

Met 

Provide support services and accessible facilities for people with disabilities. Met 
(CSAS) 
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 SDG 11: Sustainable cities and communities  
 
TU helps create sustainable communities by offering affordable housing for students and providing 
public access to libraries, services, and collections. 

Target Status 
Provide public access to university libraries and services. Met 
Provide public access to university museums, galleries or works of art. Met  
Provide affordable housing for students on campus. Met 

 
 

 SDG 12: Responsible consumption and production 
 
TU promotes responsible consumption and production by measuring amount of waste and drafting 
policies on disposable items and recycling.  

Target Status 
Implement policies on minimizing the use of disposable items. Met 
Measure the amount of waste generated and recycled. In progress 
Implement policies to measure amount of waste sent to landfill and amount 
recycled. 

In progress 

 
 

 SDG 13: Climate action 
 
To combat climate change, TU engages in various educational programs. Collaboration with local 
and regional governments, and development of university climate action plan are in progress.  

Target Status 
Offer educational programs or campaigns on climate change. Met 
Inform and support local or regional government on issues associated with 
climate change. 

In progress 
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Develop and share university climate action plan with local government and 
community groups. 

In progress 

 
 

 SDG 14: Life below water 
 
TU promotes sustainable life below water by supporting events and adhering to water quality 
standards. Development of plans to reduce plastic waste is in progress.  

Target Status 
Support and organize events aimed to promote conservation and sustainable use 
of bodies of water. 

Met 

Adhere to standards on water quality and guidelines for water discharges. Met 
Develop plans to reduce plastic waste on campus. In progress 

 
 

 SDG 15: Life on land 
 
TU promotes sustainable life on land by supporting events and offering various educational 
programs. Development of policies on land ecosystems is in progress.  

Target Status 
Support and organize events aimed to promote conservation and sustainable use 
of land. 

Met 

Offer educational programs and outreach on sustainable management of land for 
agriculture and tourism. 

Met 

Implement policies to ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of 
land ecosystems associated with the university. 

In progress 

 
 

 SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong institutions 
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To promote peace, justice and strong institutions, TU sets up a diverse governing body, implements 
polices that support academic freedom and provide expert advice to the government on various 
matters. 

Target Status 
Elect representatives on the university's highest governing body from students, 
faculty and staff. 

Met 

Implement policies that support academic freedom. Met 
Provide expert advice to various governmental entities. Met 

 
 

 SDG 17: Partnerships for the goals  
 
TU is committed to supporting the SDGs through meaningful education and collaboration with 
various governmental and non-governmental entities. 

Target Status 
Have direct involvement in, or input into, national government or regional 
nongovernment organizations SDG policy development - including identifying 
problems and challenges, developing policies and strategies. 

Met 

Collaborate with NGOs to tackle the SDGs through student volunteering programs, 
research programs and development of educational resources. 

Met 

Have a commitment to meaningful education around the SDGs across the university, 
that is relevant and applicable to all students. 

Met 

 


